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explanation of the general indifference of the
people to the Christian message, this is one feature
of the modern mind which must be taken into
account. There is a questioning of the assumption
upon which the appeal is made. Perhaps it is
true that the conviction of sin is taking another
form, and that the pulpit has not yet availed
itself of the new quickening of the social con-
science. But whatever be the explanation, it must
not be imagined that the man of to-day has noth-
ing to worry about. Our opinions and moods do
not alter facts. A man may be drifting towards
bankruptcy in his business, and may not worry
about it; may not even be aware of it; but the
catastrophe is not hindered, for one moment, by
his indifference. Most people were not worrying
about the condition of Europe before the War.
Men listened complacently to the outcome of ma-
terialistic doctrines in the denial of the Christian
Ethic. We had, apparently, been over-scrupulous
in our moral restraints. It was very piquant and
refreshing to have the ancient moralities mocked.
Something was to be said in favour of Nietzsche
and of others. Was there not the Ethic of
Naturalism in the " Struggle for Existence" ?